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Ts Mopern Wortp BY Tom ToMoRROW ae 


HER SKIN WAS A PALE, SICKLY GREEN AND THERE 
WAS A DKTANT LOOK IN HER EYES...IT WAS 087 
VIOUS THAT SHE'D SEEN BETTER DAYS... 


I WAS IN MY OFFICE FINISHING LUNCH --A SHOT OF 
WHISKEY AND A PLATE OF LEFTOVER FISH ENTRAILS 
+= WHEN SHE WALKED THROUGH THE DOOR... 


fo} LAS --AND TAX SUB- 
° SIDIES FOR MILSION- 
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MOST OF WHAT HE SAID WAS INDECIPHERABLE. 
LUNACY, BUT ONE THING SEEMED CLEAR--I'D 
STUMBLED ONTO THE BIGGEST FUNNY MONEY 
SCAM IN HISTORY...(CoNT'D NEXT WEEK!) 


Cc} 


>) Ep BEEN HIRED To TRACK DOWN A $3 
ertee? Sc ay pa WHAT NONEY? THERE AIN'T NO cal 


RILLION DEFICIT...AND NY INVESTIGATION HAD 


AIN 
FINALLY LED ME To MR. BIG..- WITH MONEY! TH’ RACKETS ARE GONNA 


TURN AROUND ANY DAY NOW AND EV ~- 
ERYTHING'LL BE JUST FINE! YOU SAVVY? 


ae 


L SAVVIED THAT HE WAS COMPLETELN OUT OF 
TOUCH WITH REALITY... FORTUNATELY, I HAD 
ONE LAST LEAD To FOLLOW... 


Z HEADED NEXT FOR THE CoNFORTABLE SUBUR - 
BAN HOME OF MIR. AND MRS. JOHN @. PUBLIC... 


[OH JOHN--CAN'T YoU J}: 

“| SEE T'S Too LATE? }f: 

“| 17'S TIME TO ADMIT ff: 
THE UGLY TRUTH-- 


“WE DON'T KNOW 
“| WHAT YOU'RE. TALK- 
“| IN" ABOUT, PENGUIN! 


} AES : 
IT. NR. PENGUIN-- WE VOTED RE- YEAW, THE BILL HAD (OME DUE, ALL RIGHT... THE 


NIN THE LAST THREE ELECTIONS! 


TROUBLE WAS, WE WERE ALL GDING To BE PAY- 
ING IT...FOR A LONG, LONG TIME... 


Next time you’re in one of our advertisers’ 
businesses...say, “Hey, thanx for being 
in my favorite paper; I'm of course 
referring to the Valley Comic News!” 
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WIth A SAWBUCK... 
Ea OL 


RAISING MONEY || 
2 MN RE- | 
ELECTION CAM: 


So 


TUESDAY NITES] @=; Valley Aikido gin 
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Eat Chicken fn, oe 
$9.95 & Ribs SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY RATES 
| : 3 Months for $75 
TLE Cannan Rector se Saisds Snacks, 
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Hee Q 1 Month for $30 
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IBUY COMIC NEWS 
SUBSCRIPTIONS! 


The gift that keeps on giving. (22 issues yearly) 
Third Class - $20.00 (please allow two to three weeks delivery) 
First Class - $36.00 (please allow two to three days delivery) 
To upgrade any existing subscrintion from third class to 
first class mail call 413-586-2274 for information. 
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The COMIC NEWS 
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Rg eae eg es by Mike Chrisman 
It’s late winter again, and you all know what’s just around the comer, don’t you? 
That’s right — High School Musicals! Around the comer and just waiting to grab your 
lapels and drag you, kicking and screaming, into their crowded little auditoriums. No, 
that's not true; most educated Americans go willingly to high school musicals. Oh, sure, 
there are still some people who say, “If you’ve seen one high school musical, you’ve seen 
them all,” but these people are idiots. Smart theater-goers realize that although you’ve 
seen one high school Professor Harold Hill completely forget his lines during the famous 
Pool Table routine and instead sing the lyrics to the Burger King commercial, it’s a good 
bet you still haven’t seen the ocean liner set from Anything Goes collapsing in the middle 
of Act III,while the desparate student actors mill around like red ants in a driveway. 

_ Don’t get me wrong; I love high school musicals. I really do. It’s the original 
Broadway versions Ican’tstand. Except Hair! and Oh, Calcutta! , forreasonsI can’treveal 
to anyone under 18. Broadway musicals are so stupid. I mean, they’re just like opera, 
except with more talking, and they’re usually not in Italian. Me, I go to the theater for a 
dose of reality, and that’s really not where musicals are at. Like, I’m so sure that when 
a Puerto Rican gang member takes a shiv under the ribs, he usually starts singing his 
girlfriend’s name: “Maria...I just kissed a (gurgle) girl named (choke, gasp)...” 

(cop’s voice): “All right, break it up here! Anybody see what happened?” 
“Maria...(gag, rattle)”. 
“Whassat? Maria done this to ya? Ya wanna fill out a complaint?” 

No, reality is not for the Broadway ticket-holder. Your high school musical, though, 
offers doses of reality big enough to choke a superintendent, assuming the superintendent 
doesn’t have an enormous neck. I once saw ahigh school version of Oliver, where the title 
character was so small he kept getting lost in the huge crowd scenes and missed the entire 
second act because he couldn’t find his way to the front of the stage. 

And in one terrific production of Brigadoon, the Gene Kelley and Cyd Charisse 
characters had been going steady until about a month before opening night, and then had 
split up because Gene (Davey Finster) thought Cyd (Willow Greenberg-O’Rourke) was 
two-timing him with Ban Johnson (little Marty Van Winkle, whose voice had changed just 
in time). Everybody in the school knew this, and most of the parents. I think it was carried 
in the high school paper. On opening night, about an hour before show time, Marty 
announced to the entire cast that he was homosexual, and Davey was so overcome with 
remorse for doubting Willow that when their big kiss scene came, Davey wouldn’t let go 
for five minutes, and they had to have the orchestra break into “You Take The High Road” 
to get them off the stage. You can bet you wouldn’t see that on Broadway! 

Like I say, I dig high school musicals, ov as you call them if you’re really sophisticated, 
les musicals du lycee. I’m never gonna stop seeing ‘em. Which reminds me of the kid in 
the chorus of Oklahoma, who lost track of the letters, kept on repeating H-O-M-A at the 
top of his lungs while the rest of the bunch was yelping ”Yippée!”, and ended up so 
embarrased he had to go live with relatives in Manitoba. A good dose of reality. 
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Find your way to the Good Thyme Deli 
for the Best Lunch at the Best Prices ° 


SUPPER SPECIAL 
Thursday & Friday 4-6:30 p.m. 


$4.50 


We Deliver Lunch 


* Great Salad bar 
* Fresh Soups Daily 


584-6195 


TRY OUR SALAD BAR- 
| EXCITING*°VARIED°*UNIQUE 


Growth & transformation through healing 


JOANNE O'NEIL 
Homeopathic Practitioner 
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Pat RESPONSE 
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- ON THE OTHER HAND, PATRICK 
MABE WE NEED TO APPEAL TO A 
BROADER SPECTRUM OF VOTERS! 


HE'D CHALLENGE BUSA WITH THE 
MESSAGE "AMERICA FIRST!” 
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WAS OUR PLATFO 


He'd SAY, “FoRGeT THE WORLDS WOES. 


WE'VE GOT PROBLEMS AT HOME!” 
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 Welipey | |g tree uote A 


[bebe 


( ) 


6 


Uf 


YOU, 


s “\ EFL _ip, 


lop FAWN, L HAVE JOKE FoR 
SS YOU... WHAT'S THE LEAST 
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NYONE WOULD 
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tUF BRASS & FERN 
By Steve Riehm 


woe Soul SuscEsrions FROM ViDEOTE Go: fr ValenTinete Pat Aisensities 


GATHER AppRopRIATE COMPANY, Mawes, and CONSUME CHOCOLNTE (Lots OF tt) 


a2 | 9, 
REST assured your car will get you where you WANABE this winter? 


PELHAM AUTO SERVICE 
1315 FEDERAL ST., BELCHERTOWN 413-253-9302 


GoING ouT oF Business Sate! 
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90% OFF of Everything in the Store 


SALE ENDS THE END oF FEBRUARY 
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“Tired of Mexican Lasagna? 
Try La Veracruzana” 


1$1.00 OFF w/coupon! 


1 Enchiladas Dinner i 
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Jor Bos BRIGGS - | aes 


You know when the economy 
goes down the toilet? 

When the media starts saying 
“Well, the old economy is going down 
the toilet.” 

Actually, there’s probly some 
guy in a brokerage firm with a name like 
Shearhiser and Fulton on Wall Street 
somewhere who first says, “We've made 
$0000000 much money this year — | 
don’t know, | think there has gotto be a 
change. | say the economy goes into 
the toilet next year.” 

And then some guy down at the 
Klein, Stein, and Fein law firm up on 
Park Avenue gets a phone call, and he 
says, “You know what? Shearhiser and 
Fultonis predicting Toilet Time. Nobody 
knows about it yet.” 

And then all the secretaries at 
Klein, Stein, and Fein tell their hus- 
bands, and one of their husbands is a 
writer for the Wall Street Journal named 
William K. “Bill” Esperson, and so Will- 
iam K. “Bill’ Esperson researches this 
story where he goes around to people, 
saying, “You know what? We've heard 
that a lot of the big brokerages and law 
firms are likeningthe American economy 
to commode matter. Whatdo youthink?” 

Andso, whenyou ask the ques- 
tion like that, what does everybody say? 


“ll bet they're right. This can’t. 


last forever. Eventually we’re gonna 
see a downturn here.” 

“Toilet?” 

“Maybe not toilet, as in flush 
toilet. But definitely inthe vicinity of the 
toilet.” ' 
And so now there’s an article 


gp il 


ay 


\ 
. 
nl 


A Girt CERTIFICATE to... 
EAST HEAVEN 
KOTTUBS =— 


355 West St. Northampton - 586-6845 


out there in the Wall Street Journal that 
says something like “Wall Street Edgy 
— Leading Analysts Ask ‘When Does 
Other Shoe Drop?” 

Next, we have the financialdesk 
at CNN looking into this trend. How 
does the financial desk look into atrend? 

They read the Wall Street Jour- 
nal! 

Next we have the Big Three 
Networks doing little snippets on the 
nightly news, about a “growing aware- 
ness” that pretty soon now we're all 
gonna be making less money and hav- 
ing to cut back on our budgets. And 
where did the Big Three networks get 
their information? 

They saw it on CNN! 

You think I’m making this up? 
See, once the old Toilet Bowl Theory 
gets rolling, they have these computers 
at every newspaper and TV station in 
America. And every reporter who's do- 
ing any kind of article on the subject is 
gonna punch a few numbers into this 
computer, and when he does that, up 
comes the headline: 

“Wall Street Edgy — Leading 
Analysts Ask ‘When Does Other Shoe 
Drop?” 

-They call this a “database.” | 
call it the first system in the history of the 
universe that can take a lie and make it 
last into the next century. 

And so maybe they make two, 
three phone calls, ask a few “business 
leaders” what they think about these 
latest Doomsday Predictions, but the 
story is already lockedin. It’s gospel. In 
fact, it’s better than gospel. Because 
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people always disagree about the Bible. 
Nobody will ever disagree with these 
stories. 

(If you think I’m exaggerating, 
I'll give you an example. The one and 
only thing I’ve ever beenan expert onis 
the history of the American drive-in the- 
ater. So any time a drive-in theater 
closes, or reopens, orhas a celebration, 
anywhere inthe world, somebodysends 
me the newspaper article about it. I get 
about 800 of these a year. And more 
than halfof ‘em have the same statistics 
in ‘em — about the number of drive-ins 
still standing in America, the number of 
drive-insinthe 1950's, the numberclosed 
since 1980, etc. In other words, every 
article has the exact same set of statis- 
tics. The only reason this is funny to me 
is that those statistics are wrong. And 
they're all wrong in exactly the/same 
ways. Why? Because all the reporters 
have been copying each other's articles 
out of the computer databases. But who 
cares? | mean, nobody is going to die 


because the newspaper got the number 


of the drive-ins wrong. The Polish gov- 
ernment is not gonna be any weaker. 
We won'tincrease the number of home- 
less because these articles are coming 
out. So | never say anything or do 
anything about it. But when we're talk- 
ing about something like the economy, 
and 900 million people are taking stuff 
out of these news-media databases, a 
lie becomes a rumor, and a rumor be- 
comes a feeling, and a feeling becomes 
atrend, and atrend becomes a national 
issue, and after awhile you've got presi- 
dents and kings affected by this stuff.) 


Fine Italian Cuisine 


Treat your 


sweetheart 
toa 
delicious 
evening 


And so now the “T oilet Time” 
trend is in the paper, it’s on TV, Louis 
Rukeyser is doing shows about it, and 
so every time you get out your check- 
book to trade your wheels, grab some 
grub, or just have a few beers at the 
topless bar, you're saying to yourself, 
“Well, better not spend too much. We 
got Toilet Time coming. Better not buy 
a new car this year, till we know what's 
gonna happen to the economy.” 

And it becomes an excuse for 
everything. Didn't sell much aluminum 
siding this year? 

“It was the economy.” 

Law firm not billing as much as 
usual? 

“Naw, but who could blame us? 
It's the economy.” 

And so the car sales go down, 
and so the car companies lay people off, 
and then the people that get laid off say, 
“Well, | guess we should of expected it. 
They told us Toilet Time was coming.” 

And they were right. 

You see how sick this is? 


To discuss the meaning of life with 
Joe Bob, or to get free junk in the mail 
and Joe Bob's world famous "We Are 
the Weird" newsletter, write Joe Bob 
Briggs, PO Box 2002 Dallas, TX 75221. 
Joe Bob's Fax line is always open: 214- 
368-2310. : 
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, 
| BRING GREETINGS TO 
YOUR TINY NATION... 


» HE'D LOSE \F He WERE 
THE ONLY ONE ON THE BALLOT 


BUSH HAS FALLEN So LOW 
IN THE POLLS... 


Y ENVIRONMENTAL DW cRowTH 


HA HA . HEEHEE 
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’ KINDER AND 
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ECONOMIC EDUCATION 
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DIST BYE ATIESSYND. 


Want your event 
to be really special? 


Then hire the best: 


THE GAMES MAN 


Unique entertainment for all events. 


We 


»~ g (Ose) JON CHAMELEONS| HAIR SALON TO\ HELP SOFTEN 
GRECIAN SE D ANNUAL 
¢ RN g R HAIR Pte UAL 

16 MAIN STREET FOR THE NORTHAMPTON SURVIVAL CENTER 
NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060 


$ 584 - 3899 ¢ MoNDay, FEBRUARY {01H 


ee GET A FREE CUT AND STYLE 
GYROS WitH A $10 DONATION FOR THE 
GREEK SALADS cas NORTHAMPTON SURVIVAL CENTER* 


Geni NOW'S THE TIME 
SPINACH PIE 2 TO Ger A GREAT CuT! 
NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY 


VOTED 

"BEST 
CHILDREN'S 
ENTERTAINER® 


Teens, adults, and 
grandparents love the 
Games Man, too! So, for 
professional performances 
that are playful, 
participatory, interactive, 
non-competitive and . 
guaranteed FUN or your ; 
money back, call today! 


HOUSE SPECIALS 
BAKLAVA * FALAFEL 


Be TAL A CHAMELEONS 


hair salon 
58 Pleasant Street Northampton, MA 01060 413-586-8434 


f *THE SURVIVAL CENTER OF NORTHAMPTON SPECLALIZES IN HELPING 
We can supply your party needs for spinach pie — FAMILIES SUFFERING TEMPORARY HARDSHIP BY PROVIDING SUCH 
and baklava. Ask for details = = NECESSITIES AS FOOD AND CLOTHING. 


(413) 247-3322 


BOX 463 HAYDENVILLE, MA 01039 
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Dear Readers, 


Hello, dear readers, 


I’m speaking to you directly now, as the Editor of your 
own personal Valley Comic News, because there’s some stuff you 
should know about. For one, we’re adding a new comic feature in 
this issue. It’s called “This Modern World,” and is real funny. 
The artist, Tom Tomorrow, lives in San Francisco, and you know 
how hip and insightful those coastal characters are. We'll also be 
dropping the President Bill strip. We’re hoping to expand our 
selection of cartoonists, including local folks, in the fairly near 
future. If there’s anybody you'd like to see featured on these 
pages, please let us know; we’re sometimes occasionally pretty 
darn responsive to readers’ suggestions. I mean, the new strip 
(see above) was first brought to our attention by a local high 
school student, who obviously has way too much acumen for her 
age. 

I thought you all might be interested to know that the 
Valley Comic News is part of a bunch of Comic Newses across 
the country. It’s not, like, a chain or anything; just a number of 
people getting the same idea at the same time. Mostly, they’re in 
the hip, hot, and happenin’ capitals of our great land: Madison, 
Austin, Boston, Columbus (of all places), and the grandparent of 
us all — Santa Cruz, land of the terminally groovy. I’m told there 
are others too, but I don’t know about them, so they don’t exist. 

The gang at the Valley Comic News really like putting 
this paper out. Lots of people seem to enjoy reading it; we like to 
bring some chunks of laughter into readers’ lives during these 
trying times. And when the times get better, we’re gonna like it 
even more. I hope you take sorta seriously the continual admoni- 
tions to thank our advertisers. See, you readers are the reason we 
want to put the paper out; the advertisers make it so we can put 
the paper out. And they really need to know if their advertising 
message is getting out there. I think that’s fair; in business 
schools they call it market research. So get out there and tell ‘em. 
Say, “I think it’s neat that you advertise in the Comic News, yo. 
And they didn’t pay me to tell you that.” 

I’ll be speaking to you regularly in this column from 
here on out. Like I know you really care. Thanks for picking up 
the paper. Even more, thanks for reading it. Chow. 


MAKe Chrisman 
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Q Downstairs at Thornes 
150 Main Street ¢ Northampton, MA © (413)-586-801 
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EARTHWEEK: A DIARY OF THE PLANET 


By Steve Newman 


January Freeze 


Bitterly cold air which blan- 
WY keted a large portion of 
Canada and the United 
States blew deep into northern 
Mexico where at least 16 people 
died of exposure. Dangerously cold 
wind chills were reported throughout 
Atlantic Canada and northern New 
England, while snow fell as far south 
as Atlanta and other normally-tem- 
perate climes of the Deep South. 
Heavy snow in the Pyrenees 
Mountains separating France and 
Spain trapped hundreds of motor- 
ists inicy darkness as the main cross- 
border highway was cut. About 
50,000 French households suffered 
power failures because of the heavi- 
est snowfall in six years. 


EI Nifio Update 
( ( The warm ocean current 
( ( ( phenomenon known as El 
wcnwy Nifohas reached Mexico's 
Pacific coast, according to the Mexi- 
can Institute of Marine Sciences and 
Limnology. A temperature rise of 
more than three degrees Fahrenheit 
in the coastal current is expected to 
affect the tuna and shrimp catch this 
season. The phenomenon may also 
be responsible for nearly continuous 
cloudy and rainy weather during the 
past three months that has stunted 


winter crops along the fertile coastal 
plains of Sinaloa and Sonora states. 


Earthquakes 


sq A sharp quake in Algiers 
ES] injured several people as it 
shook an area 78 miles 
southwest of the capital. A mild 
tremor was felt in Arkansas’ Lake of 
the Ozarks region where seismic 
activity occurs on average only once 
every ten years. Two strong earth- 
_ quakes shook Greek islands in the 
lonian Sea, cracking buildings and 
causing rockfalls. Earth movements 
were also felt in eastern Russia's 
Kamchatka Peninsula, Kyrgyzstan, 
Argentina's Jujuy province, Japan's 
Honshu Island, and along Alaska’s 
Norton Sound. 


OPEN DAILY 11.a.m. 


$1 20 OFF any Large Pizza 


WE DELIVER 
PIZZA * LASAGNA « SALADS - SUBS 


“AREA. 
Call Us at 256-0222 


ONE COUPON PER PIZZA 
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Fly War 


In an effort to help win in 
the bidding to become the 

host for the 2000 Olym- 
pics, the Chinese government has 
undertaken a massive campaign to 
rid Beijing of flies. The Beijing Daily 
reported in a front page story that 
residents of the capital are to help 
clean the pests out of government 
offices, hotel and hospital dining 
rooms, airports, train stations, tour- 
ist spots, and schools. Flies will be 
permitted in people’s homes and 
dormitories “as long as they arefound 
in fewer than one room out of 100.” 


Oil Hazard 


A 10-square-mile oil slick, 
which leaked from a float- 

ing government storage 
tank, threatened coral reefs and 
beaches near Veracruz, Mexico. Vice 
Adm. Eugenio Fernandez, com- 
mander of the Third Naval Zone, 


said the military had scooped up 70 
of the 240 tons of spilled crude. 


FREE DELIVERY 


and WE'LL BRING LUNCH 
TO YOUR HOME OR OFFICE 
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Drought 
Zimbabwe, once consid- 
ered the breadbasket of 

Africa, has killed thousands of cattle, 

scorched crops, and now threatens 

the water supply of at least two major 
cities. Rainfall in Matabeleland, in 
the west of the country, has aver- 
aged only one-sixth of normal so far 
this rainy season, which lasts from 

November to April. Surviving cattle 

can now barely manage to stay on 

their feet, and the government is 
importing grain from South Africa to 
help make up for the crop losses. 


Shark Shoot 


Australian police opened 
fire on a school of sharks 

that threatened hundreds 
of swimmers atone of Sydney’s most 
popular beaches. A spokesman for 
the lifeguards at Manly Beach said a 
police helicopter was called in‘after 


about a dozen sharks were sighted. 
Police fired their service revolvers 


A worsening drought in 


OPEN DAILY 11 a.m. 


Call Us at 256-0229 


-72° 
Chelyuskin, 
Russian Republi 


after a low flyover by the helicopter 
failed to frighten them back to sea, 
and. they began to approach the 
swimmers. 


Toad Feast 


Late word from remote 
northern Burma tells of a 

"man bites dog" story. Ina 
most unusual natural event, a toad 
swallowed a snake near Mandalay 
last Nov. 30, according to Rangoon's 
Working People’s Daily . The owner 
of a house in the neighborhood of 
Thayekyaw Quarters, who witnessed 
the phenomenon, said it took about 
three hours for the snake to be con- 
sumed, and that it was about as 
large as a man’s thumb. The news- 
paper also published an illustration 
showing how the remarkable even 
might have looked. 


Additional Sources: Mexican Meteorological 
Service, French Meteorological Department, 
U. S. Climate Analysis Center, U. S. Earth- 
quake Information Center, and the World Me- 
teorological Organization. 


$1 .00 OFF any Medium Pizza 


WE DELIVER 
PIZZA * LASAGNA « SALADS « SUBS 


UMITED 
AREA 


FREE DELIVERY 


and WE'LL BRING LUNCH 
TO YOUR HOME oR OFFICE 


ONE COUPON PER pizza 
GG a 


Take 17 28 Leave rr by um. Bova 


SEE 


in some public libraries in England, it’s 


against local law to fall asleep. The 
punishment is about $45 or jailtime, 
whichever. 

Q. Who was the first performer to sell 
a million stereo records in the United 
States? 

A. Mantovani. 

When that renowned fighter of oil-well 
fires, Paul “Red” Adair, was inducted 
into the Petroleum Hall of Fame — 
correct, there’s such a place in Ponca 
City, Okla. — his award read: “For 
Extinguished Service.” 
Bubble gum is pink for no other 
reason than that the inventor of same 
had no vegetable dye at hand other 
than pink. 


A fortune cookie has 31 calories. 
People with “low self-esteem” have 
fewer car accidents. So reports a 
psychological researcher. 


Woody Allen said, “The wicked at 
heart probably know something.” 


I've been advertising 
in the Comic News 
since its first issue, and 
it's no joke. This is the 
ost effective way to use 
your advertising dollars 
to reach a most varied 
cross-section of 
orthampton & Amherst 
customers. I wouldn't 
miss a single issue. 


Kim Krizek 


Owner of Karavan Imports 
122 Main St. Northampton 


Claim is even the most facile of 
speedy talkers has to slow down 
considerably to repeat three times 
without error the following: “Red 
leather, yellow leather.” Rehearsals 
don’t help. 


Canadians don't much like to be 
mistaken for Americans. So report 
students of the matter. No other North 
Americans, it’s claimed, show a more 
intense national pride than Canadians. 
Q. Has there ever been a major 
league baseball game with a home 
run hit in every inning? 

A. At least one. The record at hand 
shows that occurred in the game 
between the Philadelphia Phillies and 
the Pittsburgh Pirates on July 10, 
1929. 

Published reports out of Omaha, 
Nebr., indicate it’s legal there for a 
barber to shave a man’s face, but not 
his chest. 

Doctors now say those new mothers 
who breast-feed tend to lose that extra 
pregnancy weight much more rapidly 
than the bottle-feeders. 


In the early drafts of “Gone With The 
Wind,” Scarlett O'Hara was named 
Pansy. 

New cells replace old cells so swiftly 
you wind up with an entirely new 
stomach lining every three days. 
Napoleon wasn’t the only aggressive 
fellow who hated cats. Alexander the 
Great likewise loathed them. Theory 
is conquerors despise what they can't 
conquer. Cats. 

At least 75 percent of the earth’s 
volcanic eruptions go unreported. 
They're underwater. 

Among the amateurs traveling with 
drugs, says a veteran narcotics 
officer, the woman usually hides hers 
on her body, the man usually hides his 
in his car. 

Q. Why is a “Bachelors Degree” called 
that? 

A. Goes back to when apprentice 
knights were called “bachelors” to 
mean beginners. 


Understand there are places now that 
sell caviar pizza. 


FREE DELIVERY 
253-9223 


The King of the Wings 


LO PIECE. 25 Sis ante ener $3.55 
DOIECE ic ert ean $6.85 
BO MSCS... .acsnienaccrarecy 25995 
DO DCL O-.ifh ete sceseeen ea $16.25 


You may not know about James 
Heatherington. On Jan. 5, 1797, he 
became the first man to step into the 

London streets wearing a top hat. 
Why his affectation shook up the 
public so much more than some other 
| can't say. But upon seeing him, 
children screamed, and women hid 
their faces in their hands and cried. 
He was arrested, jailed, and convicted 
of wearing something odd that fright- 
_ ened timid people. 


Sneezing destroys brain cells. 
Client reports local legislation in 
Montana's Garfield County makes it 
illegal there to draw funny faces on 
your window shades. 

Once, a historian says, only sailors 
drank rum. 

Why the Babylonians had a word for 
"carpool" is not in the record at hand. 
But they did. It translates as "kalaka.”. 


You don't get many reports out of 
China's 125,000-square-mile 
Taklimakan desert. The name 
translates as "once you go in, you can 
never come out." 


Wings Served Mild, Hot or Killer Hot 
With Blue Cheese and Celery 


Open til 2 ann 


7 days a week 
50 Main Street ¢ Amherst 
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LocaL HEROES 


Never \O Wears, and quite by Accident 
Stanley Pripps discovers Ws Cor 
16S & cConethible. 


Putnam Goodwin-Boyd 


“THINK’R 


“WELL, MR. SPOCK?” 


“CAPTAIN , COMPUTER, 
ANALYSIS LEAYES WITLE ovr 


THAT KLINGONS WERE INVOLVED 
INTHE KENNEDY ASSASSINATION /* 


SWELL THEN, I Guess THAT semes ir!* 


WILWAM G. 


DePPY xm 92 
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If you car needs: 


«ROT HOLES FIXED 
* FENDERS REPLACED 
. iS FOXED 


+ INTERIOR 
RECONDITIONING 

+ EXTERIOR 
RECONDITIONING 
we can make it look 
car-lot new at an 
affordable pricel 
Ask about our 


convenient 
"PAY-AS-YOU-GO” PLAN, too 


— 


ernie, OO OIIIGLE 


WHOLESALE B 
Now you don’t 


Obviously, auto dea 
M6 get their used cars fixed. 
Now, you won't have to pay Inflated retall prices on bodywork olther! 


(from 5-9 p.m.) 


Matter 


What 


_ Give Yourself Give Yourself 


A Hug! 


“Blah ry 


eet 


tarda 


Aanua 
“Blah” 
‘Saleltt! 


u $2 


A 


VERY 
DIFFERENT 
VIDEO STORE 


THE AREA'S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF: 
AMERICAN CLASSICS 
FOREIGN FILMS 
POLITICAL DOCUMENTARIES 
HARD-TO-FIND FILMS 
LASER DISC RENTALS 
SEGA GAMES 
THE LATEST FROM HONG KONG: 
JOHN WOO 
JACKIE CHAN 
COMING SOON 
Rocketeer, Joumey of Hope 
Nick Ray's Party Girl, Tatie 
Danielle, Barton Fink, 
Boyz'n' the Hood, Dead Again, 
Tiny Toons, Japanese Animation, 
Madame Bovary, Fisher King 
and TONS more. 


29 Pleasant Street, Northampton © 584-6762 


ne a nn nn ee nee ere renner necreel 


SEE2 THE JAPANESE . 
Has COOKED UP A GREAT 


RADE DEAL WITH ME 
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AWW? Saeed Cae Shi? * 


ARE ob 


INSCRUTABLE ECONOMICS 


oh by abut Oe 


aw 
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ee apn, eee 
Osauy GOMES ey ae egg te yen 


Views of the W 


GABLE 
GLOBE AND MAIL 


eae Toronto 
. . CANADA 


rid” 


“ON THE ROAD TO 
ALGERIAN DEMOCRACY? 


THE GUARDIAN 
London 
ENGLAND 


arn BY a5 , tL B f f 


An Evening of 
Traditional Korean 
Music and Dance 


Featuring: Korean Kaya Gum 
Master, Hwang Byung-Ki 
and 
Mask Drama-Dancer, 
Du-Wee Chang and other 
professional Artists 


Saturday, Feb. 22 
7:30 - 9:30 
Theater 14/Center of Performing 
Arts ; 
Smith College 
Northampton, MA 


$3 Student ' $5 General 


Call: 


(413) 585-7633 or 
(413) 585-6058 


ig 
SB DETROIT 


AN 


| 
a g | 


OER 


ALUN 


Biya 


| ALGERIA IS || EA) work 
Proof THAT || tty THE 
Democracy ||ARA8 WORLD| 


THE SINKING 
OF THE U.S.S. 


What Our Students 
Do The Night 
Before The Test 


On the day of the MCAT or GRE, you want to 
be well rested, prepared and confident. 
Stanley H. Kaplan Prep Plus™ for the MCAT 
& GRE will give you the preparation you will 
_ need to score your best, live lessons and work- 
shops, extra help sessions, a home study pack, 
proven test-taking strategies, our Test Your 
Best™ guarantee and loads of confidence. 
Call us today. We make the MCAT & GRE 
easy to take. 
Call (413) 549-5780 for more information. 


i STANLEY H. KAPLAN 
Take Kaplan OrTake Your Chances 


THE ARMY IS | | PEOPLE DON'T, 
PREPARED To | | VOTE RIGHT! 
Sel eae EE sn 


Jerusalem 
ISRAEL 


Oslo 
NORWAY 


COLLIGNON 
DE VOLKSRANT 
Amsterdam 
NETHERLANDS 


MCAT Classes Start: 
2/9 @ Smith 
2/12 in Amherst 

GRE Classes Start: 

2/4 in Amherst 


3 
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Tomorrow, they would be mortal enemies. But on the 
eve of the great hunt, feelings were put aside 


Y  lavewr 


for the traditional Mammoth Dance. 


at Refreshing Prices! 


W. offer lunch and dinner 
daily, always made with the freshest 
ingredients. We're also the only restaurant in the area to offer lagers 


and ales brewed right on the premises, the best beer in the Northeast! 


Northampt6n Brewery © Downtown Northampton 
413 © 584 » 9903 


No, No! 
I said Paradise Copies! I ES 


Open 
Week Nights 
till 10! 


M-F 8:30 am-10 pm) =SAT9-5 SUN 12-7 
30 Crafts Ave ¢ Northampton e 585-0414 


It 
Ain't 
On 
Your 


Resume, 
It 
Didn't 


Happen! 


THE FAR SIDE sy cary tarson 


iY 
Beans ; 
LAY Oop: Xe. 
Nias 
DWACRWE 
“We don't know exactly who he is, Captain — 
a disgruntled worker, we figure.” 


Expert Resumes 


$29.50 


Includes: 
Assistance with content and format 
Layout and typesetting 
High resolution laser printing 
Five Deluxe Ivory Copies, with Envelopes 
Copy saved on disk for up to Six months 


Call: (413) 584-2668 


Allwrite! 
182 Main Street Suite 304 
Northampton, MA 01060 
Tel: (413) 584-2668 
Fax: (413) 586-9518 


Other Services Include: Qu 
: ality Flyers 
Ads, Business Cards, Eatigthoe ge 


18 j poe nner Press Syndicate 
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“Bad guy comin’ in, Arnie! . . . Minor key!” 


Aaaa! Look cut 
Everyone! 


F's @ coverslip/ 


©1986 Universal Press Syndicate 


Hey 
were gonna Talk about that 
Pestilence thing, So you 
turn that camera off! 


Mike Wallace interviews the Devil 


NA DOORNAIL 


“Man, there’s an old-timer with one foot 


in the wastebasket.” 


ABOUT HALE 
AS DEAD AS 
A DOORNAIL 


ALMOST AS 
DEAD. AS 
A DOORNAIL 


“Hey ... this could be the chief.” 


g 
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1992 Unvversat Press 5: 


Miss Cran 


ra | 


“SNow here we come to our 
Simulated Kitchen floor test... Tf a 
shaw doesn’t like what 1 

she sees, back if ge 5. j 


ae Tey ae eet Saw 
iS bri ighT a e 
"end of a enna! i 
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LEOLD BY ROGER .SALLOOM 


My Uncle Marshell Petain wanted to 
Start a tavern with a paramilitary 
theme. He'd have weapons on the 
ceiling, photos on the walls showing 
great battles, daggers and bayonets 
under glass on the bar. Upstairs he'd 
have a special private party room for 
angry vets with pictures of presidents 
for spitting practice. 

No fighting would be allowed in the 
club itself. Dueling and stabbing would 
be encouraged to go out to the alley. 


I'll bet after a few beers those guys 
would have nothing but fun. What an 
exciting place! Guys would come 
from a hundred miles away. 
Can you believe the bank turned down 
such a winner! 

Uncle Petain said it was» 
because the economy was weak. 
He ‘Il try again next year. 


. im 


REMEMBER HON You ONCE 
TOL ME \T DIDNT MATIER 
WHAT GRADES I GOT... 


DAD SAYS MY REPORT CARD 


SHOWS THAT NOT ENOUGH | 1S NOW DESIGNATED AS 


TIME \S BEING SPENT ON "HOMEWORK TIME.” 
MY HOMEWORK. \ 
\\ 
4 
Ors 
WTESA 


HELP YOURSELF. 
THIS STUFF'S 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO WORK WITH. 


SO FROM DINNER TILL BED 


DON'T WE EVEN GET A FEW 
PRACTICE. SEMESTERS ? 


WELL YOU COULD CERTAIN 
BE TRYING HARDER THAN THIS! 


. SUST SO LONG AS I 
TRIED MY i 


ARDEST. RIGHT? 


$a! Press Syndicate 


eee 4 


©1987 Uawer 


IF WT DOESNT TAKE THAT LONG 
TO DO, WHY SHOULD T HAVE TO 


YEAH. CAN I 
HELP IT IM SO 
FAST? 


erga) Press Synaicale 


©1987 uw 


set ae TAS A MMM. 
SET, BUT IT SORT | 1H 

OF SQUASHED, So NOW ee 

T THINK {T'S A BOWL. 


| YEAH, I'M REAL 
PLEASED WITH 
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~— 
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UHOH. THERE'S 
A DINOSAUR IN 
THE KITCHEN. 


WELL \F YOU SEE CALI 
ANYWHERE, TELL HIM al 
ALMOST TIME FOR DINNER. 


) 


T'D INVITE JOU, BUT yy 
DINOSAURS le 


©1937 Universal Press Syndicate 
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I'M NOT TAXING BATHS OW? AND HOW ARE You 
ANYMORE. T HATE THEM. | | GOING TO STAY CLEAN? 
: eg 


Corn 


1 Wo Room FOR 
IMPROVEMENT. 


O 


C 


ITS NO SURPRISE TO ME . 
THAT NOBODYS SOLD A HOUSE 
ON THIS STREET FOR SIX 


T TRY To MAKE TELEVISION- 

WATCHING A COMPLETE 
FORFEITURE OF 
EXPERIENCE. 


T TAKE A PASSIVE ENTERTAINME 
AND EXTEND THE PASSIVITY TO 
MX ENTIRE BEING. T WAWLOW IN 
MY LACK OF PARTICIPATION AND 


BROWN’S. 


BILMARDS 


Mountain Farms Mall e Route 9 
1-800-564-0916 - 584-0916 


Full-line of Billiard 
and Game Room 
Equipment 


OPEN 
1iam to Midnight 
til 1am Fri and Sat Nights 


1" 


Opening Soon 


Serving delicious lunches 
and mouth watering snacks daily. 


Full line of Beer and Wine 
available 


Arcade 
Now Open 


Biggest Pool Room in Western 
Mass! Plenty of tables...Bring 
all your friends, all the time. 
We're open 7 days a week, 
every week. 
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by Izzy Gesell 


In this age of Denying Denial Ihereby publicly aver 
that I am a klutz, a clumsy person, a toe-stubber, a poor 
parallel parker. And I am not alone. Browsing the shelves at 
my local bookstore, I’ve stumbled upon an entire section 
devoted to ineptitude. All I need do is publicly admit 
(publicly is the key word because in the 90’s confidential 
confessions don’t count) that I am a bumbling person and 
help is readily available. These “‘klutzbooks” promise to 
teachmeskills Ishould have learmed as akid, butdidn’t. They 
have titles like “Juggling for the Complete Incompetent,” 
“Harmonica Playing for the Totally Tone Deaf,” “Classical 
Piano forthe Regretful Yuppie.” I don’teven have to buy the 
juggling cubes, harmonica or piano because they come 
attached to each book by way of a miniature mesh onion bag, 
easy for all in the store to see and comment on. (You do look 


at, and comment on, other people’s purchases at the counter, 


don’t you?) 

The quest for eternal, internal, personal satisfaction 
and skill-building has led to the publication of this slew of 
books that, ina balanced world, would be learned by children 

from children during childhood. Inthe old days, whenI was 

growing up, a given of adulthood was whatever you knew 
when you tumed grown-up (whenever that actually was) was 
the knowledge you were stuck with for the rest of your life. 
Adult education existed only for immigrants who wanted to 
learn English or folks who desired to study arts & crafts or 
become court stenographers. 

Lifelong learning, that cause of great subliminal 
angst among the populace, is a relatively new concept. I 
never saw any of my parents’ friends try and learn to juggle, 
ice skate or play the kazoo: They realized that a grown-up 
doing kid stuff would only lead to the de-mystification of 
grown-up-hood and thereby foster the fear in children that 
adults really didn’t know what life was all about. 

That realization could sena the entire structure of Ameri- 
can society for a loop. The only reason kids tolerated their 
parents at all was because they figured adults somehow knew 
what was going on and could deal with it. Therefore, kids 
needed only to get to a certain age to be let in on the secret. 
I still remember myself at 8 or 9, thinking that life was 
incomprehensible. The one thing keeping me going was the 
certainty that adult lives were ordered and organized and, 
even if they didn’t like what was happening, at least they 
knew what the rules were. 

I finally became an adult, and accepted the fact that 
there were certain things I could do (vote, buy beer, stay up 
as late as I wanted) and certain things I couldn’t do (juggle, 
tap dance, understand electricity). Not because they weren’t 
allowed, but because I had never leamed them as a kid. 

Now all that has changed. Since I’m unable to see 
the patterns in constellations, (no lions, dogs, bears, riothing) 
I’m writing my own “klutzbook,” “Astronomy for the Heav- 
enly Impaired.” My book will have clear transparencies with 
the star pattems on them and glow-in-the-dark lines connect- 
ing the stars. All Ineed do to see Orion, for example, would 
be tohold up the Orion card to the sky and match the pattem. 
Now, which way do I hold it? 
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humor me 


LAS THE RECESSION GATHERS 
FORCE, THE LADS BEAR DOWN. 
WHY SHOULD YOU HIRE 


ME? BECAUSE IM HUN- 
GRY! ILL GIVE geet 


YOU KNOW, EVERYONE, MAYBE 
WERE ALL DOWN TODAY BECAUSE 
OF THE PAST HOLIDAY. NONE Q= 
U3 COULD AFFORD MUCH CHRIST- 


GOTA BOOK, IM 
ASHAMED TO SAY... 


Om 


= SS 
A (tines: 


OKAY, FOLKS, LET'S MOVE 

ON TO JOB OFENINGS. A 

FEW GREAT OPPORTUNITIES 
HAVE BEEN 


THE THING IS, 

WE DION'T GET 
ENOUGH DOonEs- 
BURY IN THE 

MAIL THIS WEEK. 


wevinta pe imescad © Int C8 mote 


= h 
Wenn reisinocas © i928 


PaNpAsir nar ueReNT | 


ENOUGH, IM ALSO GETTING | 
INTO GROWING MACROBIOTIC | | 
GOURMET FOODSTUFFS!) | 


YOU THINK THAT'S BAD? 
I GAVE MY DAUGHTER 
A BOX OF FAPERCLIPS 


LT STOLE FROM MY OFFICE =f 


THE DAY I WAS FIRED. 


—— NN 
1==1N 


THATS ALL SHEGOT! , 
S 


CURRENCY 
1S5UE5? OKAY, ANYONE /N 
FEMTOSECOND LASERS? ANY 
ZARALLEL 


B COMPUTER ENGI- 
NEERS? HIV EPIDEMIOLOGISTS?, 


SO, WE HAD Two 
CHOICES: 1) WE 
COULD LEAVE A 
HUGE, GAPING HOLE 
IN THE PAPER, OR 


OKAY, NOU, 
DONT DESFAIR.., 


2) WE COULD Try 
TO FILL IN THE 


NEXT TIME I'v 


PRETTY SURE WE . 
SPACE AND HOPE wie HAVE THEM ' 
MAYBE NOBopy FAX IT INSTEAD. 


WOULD NOTICE. 


Goop IDEA, HUH?, 


Fy 


ae Comic News 


STRETCH ANY- 
MORE? 
CIAL WHITE 
SCRIPT, 
a 


IF YOURE UNLUCKY ENOUGH TO 
LIVE IN ONE OF THE FEW STATES 


BEEN MISSING. LISTEN TO THE 
PRESIDENT LAY IT ON— 
INHIS od WORDS!* 


TROVERSIAL ONE OR WANT TO 


Ab q\ 
A: a ey 


BUSHON FAITH, VERBATIM. 


AND SO I DO UNDERSTAND 
NEW HAMPSHIRE BECAUSE I 
HAVE THIS WONDERFULLY WARM 
aby! THAT NEW HAMPSHIRE 
= Y THE WAY WE DO 


AGE OF SOUND BITES, | 
DN GETS 10 HEAR ONDIDATE { 


MAKE A STATEMENT ? I WANT 
SOME GUY THAT REALLY WANTS 


2 From White House tanscript. 


Pes inercat @ 1fv2 C8 oe 


evi Perea © 1m2 C5 Paco 


win miuinecat © inl 68 hoe 


UNIVERSAL PPLLS SYRDCAN © IPFE GB Pea 


WELL, NOW YOUCAN, SORT OF. 
FOR THE NEXT SIX DAYS, WELL. 
BE TAKING A CLOSE LOOK 
AT THE RHETORIC BEYOND 
THE SOUND BITES! 


THESE PEOPLE THAT ARE NOW 
CAMPAIGNING FOR PRESIDENT... 
THEY'VE NEVER BEEN HERE BEFORE, 
THEY DON'T KNOW THE HEARTBEAT 
OFIT. WHEN A HURRICANE HITS 
PORTSMOUTH, IT HITS MY HOUSEUP 
THERE, NOT SO FAR AMAY FROM HERE. 
AND WHEN T WAS GOING TOSCHOOL 
WE USED TO COMPETE IN \ 


WWE 


I KNOW WHERE NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE 19, I KNOW WHAT THE 
VALUES OF THE FAMILIES ARE 
IN NEW HAMPSHIRE, ANDI 
HOPE WERE PRACTICING THEM 
IN THE WHITE HOUSE AS A 


MAGIC, WHO'S ON THAT COMMIS- 
SION, FOLLOWING IN THE FOOT- 
STEPS OF THE EDUCATION THAT 
CHICK KOOP HAS PUT FORWARD 
TO THE BEGINNING, I5 SAYING, 
LOOK, LIFESTYLES IMPORTANT. 


FA 


I ONLY HOPE IT'S NOTA 
TRAIN COMING THE OTHER WAY, 
WAL, 1 SAID TOHER, WALL, IM 
A COUNTRY MUSIC FAN, I LOVE 
17, ALWAYS HAVE, DOBBN’T FIT 
THE MOLD OF SOME OF THE COL 
UMNISTS, I MIGHTADD, BUT 
NEVERTHELESS — OF WHAT THEY 
THINK I OUGHT TOFIT IN, BUT 
SONG ILOEIT. 


S 
7 


THAT WAS NOT JUST BECAUSE 
T THREW UPON THE PRIME 
MINISTER. OF JAPAN, EITHER. 
WHERE WAS HE WHEN NEEDED 
HIM? I SAID, LET ME TELL YOU 


/ is 
\ lia 


COMPREHENS| 

pa OF GEORGE BUCS. 
CAMPAIGN PERFOR- 

MANCES! 50 HOPABOARD — ‘i 


ONE THING THAT REALLY — 
WELL CLEAN THIS UP FOR THIS 
MARVELOUS AUDIENCE — BURNS 
VE UP—PUTIT THAT WAY—/S 
THIS CHARGE THAT I DON'T 
CARE. AND I CAN UNDER- 

STAND IT.., 


\ 


SVs 


boca 


NEW HAMPSHIRE HAS 
STOOD MORE THAN ITS SHARE 
OF RAIN. JOB HURTING AND 
THE FAMILIES WONDERING 
HOW THEYRE GOING TO MAKE 
THEIR ENDS MEET, BUT THERE | 
15 GOING TO BE A RAINBOW 
OUT THERE. THERE'S SOME 
FUNDAMENTALS THAT ARE 


WHERE WE'RE HURTINGAS 
A SOCIETY IS THE 35 AND 
OLDER—KIND OF THE AD- 


Tun 
( 


pm a 
l} 
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ANDI SAY THIS —I DON'T 
KNOW WHETHER ANY MINIS- 
TERS FROM THE EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH ARE HERE —I HOPE 
50. BUT I SAID 70 HIM THIS: 
YOURE ON TO SOMETHING 
HERE, YOU CANNOT BE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 


REMEMBER LINCOLN, GOING TO HIS 
KNEES IN TIMES OF TRIAL AND THE 
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AND IN CONCLUSION LET ME SAY 
THIS... AND, THISLL GO TO THE 
DEMOCRATS WHO MAY HAVE BEEN 
SMART ENOUGH TO JOIN ROTARY 
TOO. THERES A NON-PARTISAN— 
NO, BUTI REALLY MEAN THIS ONE, 
THAT FROM THE HEART IN THE SENSE 
THAT SOVE THINGS, AT LEAST THE 
WAY I LOOK AT THIS. 
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ANDI LOOK OUT ON—ILL 
GIVE YOU A PROBLEM OUT ON THE 
NORTHWEST. ALL ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY, WE HAVE A SPOTTEPOWL 
PROBLEM, AND, YES WE WANT TO 
SEE THAT LITILE FURRY-FEATHERY 
GUY PROTECTEDANDALL OF THAT. 
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